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PROTECTIVE FACTORS

EVIDENCE MAP

This evidence map illustrates a review of research on different factors which
protect against violent extremism.

This evidence map on page 2 illustrates the
KEY findings of a review of research on protective
factors against violent extremism.

. BEHAVIOUR The map is based on an analysis of 52 papers
published between 1998 and 2021.

Details of the methodology used to compile the

INTENTION map can be found in the Full Report.

‘ ATTITUDE

ILLUSTRATIVE MAP BREAKDOWN

Each box represents one factor and factors are clustered according to different levels of
influence. These include individual factors such as those relating to psychology, socio-
economics, religion, activism, and civic attachment, and factors linked to the family, society,
school and peer group.

A single factor could be identified in multiple studies, and each study typically refers to
more than one protective factor.

Studies are numbered and are colour coded based on the outcome that is being assessed
in each study. These include violent extremist attitudes, intentions, and behaviours.

The map should be read alongside the Full Report. Although it provides an overview of
the factors researchers have identified to date, it does not include details on the strength
or direction of the relationships, or provide other relevant information about non-linear
relationships or approaches to sampling.

A more detailed explanation of the nature of protective factors and how researchers have
sought to explain them is set out in the Full Report which can be found at:
www.crestresearch.ac.uk
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